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no case be less than one-half inch in height. All marking required by the provisions 
of this act shall be done in such manner as shall be approved by the commissioner 
of health.". 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Nuisances— Abatement of. (Chap. 259, Act Mar. 28, 1914.) 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That chap- 
ter 222, laws of 1912, be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows: 

2495(2277). Nuisance.— The State board of health, or its secretary or sanitary officers or 
representatives, when informed by county health officers or otherwise of the existence 
of any matter or thing calculated to produce, aggravate, or cause to spread of [sic] any 
epidemic or contagious disease, or to affect injuriously the health of the public or com- 
munity may declare the same a nuisance, and when it does so it shall notify the district 
attorney or county attorney of the district or of the county, when [sic] the nuisance 
exists, who shall forthwith commence proceedings by information in the justice, circuit, 
or chancery court to have the same abated, and the parties in interest shall have five 
days' notice of the proceedings, which shall be served as ordinary suits. Such pro- 
ceedings may be tried by the justice of the peace, the judge, or chancellor in term 
time or in vacation in a summary way, and if the matter be urgent shall be tried with- 
out delay; but the parties in interest shall have a jury if they demand it, which the 
justice of the peace, judge, or chancellor shall cause to be summoned if in vacation at 
some early day to be fixed by him, and the matter shall be tried as other causes by the 
justice of the peace and jury, judge and jury, or chancellor and jury, and if the matter 
be found to be a nuisance the justice of the peace, judge, or the chancellor shall order 
the same abated, which shall be executed by the sheriff or other proper officer, and an 
appeal shall not be allowed therefrom except from the justice's court. This section 
shall not affect the right which municipalities may have to abate a nuisance or common 
law and equity proceeding for that purpose. 

PORTO RICO. 

Foodstuffs— Protection— Sanitary Regulation of Markets, Hotels, Restaurants, 
etc. (Proclamation Feb. 24, 1915.) 

Sanitary rules and regulations No. SI. — The following rules and regulations, in 
accordance with the provisions of act No. 81, approved March 14, 1912, having been 
approved by the executive council on February 10, 1915, are hereby promulgated for 
the information and guidance of all concerned : 

Section 1. All meat, fish, vegetables, fruits, and other prepared foodstuffs intended 
for human consumption shall be kept, stored, and transported at all times in fly and 
dust-proof compartments or containers in such a manner as to prevent contamination 
by dust or by flies or other insects and to prevent handling of the same by patrons or 
prospective purchasers. All such meat, vegetables, fruits, and other prepared food- 
stuffs kept, sold, or offered for sale, shall be maintained in receptacles free from decayed 
matter of all kinds. 

Sec. 2. When exposed for sale in the open air such meat, fish, vegetables, fruits, 
and other prepared foodstuffs shall be displayed on a shelf or platform at least 18 inches 
above the level of the ground. 

Sec. 3. All hotels, restaurants, eating saloons, candy factories, meat markets, 
bakeries, and the kitchens thereof, or any other place where foodstuffs are kept, pre- 
pared, cooked, or served to customers, shall be kept sanitary and clean; and the meats, 
fish, legumes, candies, and other foodstuffs prepared to be cooked and served in said 
places shall be protected from dust, dirt, flies, and vermin by means of glass cases, 
wire screens, or other device approved by the department of sanitation. 
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Sec. 4. No person shall handle meat, fish, vegetables, fruits, or other prepared food- 
stuffs intended for human consumption, except in original envelopes and packages, 
unless he has been supplied with a certificate of good health signed by the local chief 
of sanitation or by a physician approved by the director of sanitation, and all such 
persons shall use all reasonable precautions to keep themselves in a cleanly condition. 

Sec. 5. The use of any storeroom as sleeping quarters is prohibited, providing same 
is to be utilized for the sale, manufacture, handling, or storing of alimentary sub- 
stances destined for public consumption. 

Sec. 6. The construction of living rooms will not be permitted, nor will any room 
already constructed be used as a bedroom, providing they are located on the same 
floor of the building destined for a store as that in which food substances are stored, 
unless said rooms are absolutely independent from those containing merchandise. 
******* 

Sec. 9. All meats, fish, vegetables, fruits, or other foodstuffs intended for human 
consumption found to be contaminated, adulterated, or unfit for human consumption 
for any other reason may be retired from sale by a duly authorized officer of the sanita- 
tion service and its sale or use for human consumption be prohibited or prevented by 
seizure or by any other means that may be necessary and be held until such time as 
the proper court may determine the disposition to be made thereof. 

Sec. 10. Any infraction of any of the dispositions of these" regulations shall be pun- 
ished in accordance with section 33 of a "law to reorganize the service of sanitation," 
approved March 14, 1912. 

Flies— Prevention of the Entrance and Breeding of. (Proclamation Feb. 24, 1915.) 

Sec. 7. Morgues and autopsy rooms in hospitals, cemeteries, sanatoriums, etc.; 
shall be made fly proof by screening all doors and windows with wire netting. 

Sec. 8. The existence of any collection or pile of garbage, manure, rubbish, dead 
animal or of any other animal or vegetable matter which can serve as a breeding place 
for flies, or to attract them, within the urban zone of any municipality, or near any 
inhabited place, shall be considered a public nuisance, and the owner, tenant, or agent 
of the property upon which the said collection or pile or garbage, etc., exists will be 
responsible therefor and shall be punishable under the provisions of section 330 of 
the penal code. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

State Department of Health— Organization, Powers, and Duties. (Act Feb. 26, 

1915.) 

Section 1. There is hereby created and established a State department of health; 
which shall be constituted as provided in this act, and shall exercise all the powers and 
duties now conferred and imposed by law upon the State board of health, and such 
other powers and duties as are herein provided for. 

The State department of health shall consist of a commissioner of health, whose 
office shall be located at the seat of government; a public health council, of which tho 
commissioner shall be an ex-officio member; directors of divisions, and other em- 
ployees as herein provided for. 

Sec. 2. The commissioner of health shall be appointed by the governor, by and 
with the consent of the senate, and shall be a physician skilled in sanitary science; 
and experience in public health administration. The term of office of the com- 
missioner of health shall be four years; he shall receive an annual salary of $3,000 and 
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of official business, and shall not 
engage in any other occupation or business. 



